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Art vocabulary 

Ceramics/Stoneware: Objects made from clay. 
They are shaped, then put into a kiln which heats 
clay to high temperatures transforming the dried 
clay into a hardened object that can be painted or 
glazed.

Contemporary Art: Art that is made in current 
times; it usually refers to artwork by living artists.

Installation Art: A large-scale, mixed-media 
artwork, often designed for a specific place for a 
temporary period of time.

Metal: Metal is a material that is hard, solid and 
strong. In art, it can be used to create sculptures. 
Metal can be ferrous (contains iron) and non-
ferrous (aluminum, bronze, copper and zinc). 
Metal can be used and formed (shaped) in various 
ways such as hammering, bending, melting or 
moulded.

The diverse sculptures in Heavy Metal explore the 
intersection of body, object, and environment. Ranging 
across materials from metal and ceramics to fabric, 
cast media, glass, and found objects, the works move 
between monumental (large) scale and smaller works 
that are grounded in feminist perspectives.

Look around - see if you can find the following!

Look for a large sculpture that looks like the front 
porch of a house and write the title and artist:

How would you describe the different shapes and 
textures?

Use your imagination - what would it be like to have a 
porch like this?

Find a small red sculpture in the shape of a house - 
who created this artwork?

How is this artwork about a house different from the 
other one you found? 

Look around to find a metal artwork that is suspended 
from the ceiling that has a face and colorful shapes. 
What colors and shapes can you discover? 
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If you were to give it a title, what would you call this 
artwork?

Look for a sculpture in the shape of a garden chair and 
write the title:

What materials did the artist use to create this 
artwork? 

What story do you think this bench and the design on it 
might be telling?

How many bronze metal sculptures in the shape of a 
circle can you discover? 

Who is the artist that created these?

What do you think the textures of these sculptures 
might feel like? 

Can you find four round blue glass sculptures that are 
taller than you?  Who is the artist?

What do you see in each glass circle? 

How does the color blue make you feel? 

How many bell-shaped sculptures that are suspended 
from above can you find?

What do you think each one would sound like? 

What words describe the different surface textures 
on each bell? 

Find an artwork smaller than you - what materials did 
the artist use?

What colors, patterns and shapes can you discover?

List the materials you discovered in this exhibition: 

Circle the words when you find these elements in 
the artworks

Shapes:    
Circles   Squares    Rectangles   Organic/Free-form  

Colors:     
Bright    Dark    Multicolored     Shiny    Metallic

Lines:  
Curvy   Straight    Wavy  Thick/Heavy  Thinarrow   
Delicate  Horizontal    Vertical    Diagonal

Materials:  
Metal     Aluminum    Bronze    Glass    Fabric    Paint    
Stoneware (clay)

Size and scale:   
Large    Small   Three-dimensional (3-D)

Textures:     
Smooth     Rough      Sharp      Bumpy

Your Favorite Artwork(s)

Write the title and artist name of your favorite 
sculpture in this exhibit: 

Why do you like this artwork and what is your 
favorite part? 

What was your favorite story or theme from the 
artworks? 

If you created a  sculpture, what materials and 
techniques would you use? 

What idea or theme would you want the artwork to 
express? 

Using a pencil, create a small drawing of the 
sculpture here:


