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Art vocabulary 

Contemporary Art: Art that is made in current times; 
it usually refers to artwork by living artists.

Acrylic Paint: A type of paint made from pigment 
(color) in a polymer flexible emulsion.

Canvas: This is the white textured thick material that 
is stretched on wood stretcher bars for paintings.

Line:  A continuous mark with length and direction; 
the distance between two points.  Lines can be 
straight or curved. 

Narrative: The story told by a visual artwork without 
words.

Painting: An artwork made by using paints that can 
be applied using various methods.

Pastel: Oil pastels are shaped like a crayon and are 
made from pigments (colors), non-drying wax or 
other binders to stay soft

Portrait: A portrait is a representation of a person.

Primary Colors: Blue, red, and yellow are primary 
colors. When combined they create secondary 
colors: purple, green, and orange. Blue + red = 
purple. Blue + yellow = green. Yellow + red = orange.

Two-dimensional:  2-D.  Having height and width 
on a flat plane.  Example: a drawing, painting or 
photograph.

Watercolor: This is a type of paint that is solid, liquid 
or in tubes that is water soluble mixed with water 
used to paint.
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Rachel Bridges (b.1982, San Francisco, CA) is a first-
generation Filipino American artist based in Los Angeles. 
Her work addresses struggles and draws upon her 
familial roots, and ancestral spirituality to explore 
emotions and culture in the Filipino communities. 
Through large-scale figurative paintings, Rachel Bridges 
uses thick, fluid applications of vibrant color to depict 
Filipino heroines with emotional intensity.

Look around to discover the following items in the 
artworks:

How many paintings can you discover that have very pale 
colors over the entire canvas?

How would you describe the colors and color palette that 
Rachel Bridges used in the paintings?

What emotions or feelings do you see in these paintings?

Why do you think Rachel Bridges added a layer of white 
paint over the figure?

Where do you think the people in the paintings are? 

Circle the words when you find these elements in the 
paintings:

Colors:    Pale   Dark    Bright  Vibrant

Lines:  Delicate  Thin/Narrow   Pale  Thick  Dark  Wavy  
Curvy   Straight   Horizontal   Vertical  Diagonal   

Brushstrokes:  Thick   Heavy   Light   Thin

Materials:  Oil Paint    Pastel    Watercolor   Canvas
             

Do a small drawing of one of the faces from your favorite 
painting here:

                                                   
Things to think about

If you created a painting of a person, who would you 
want to show in your painting and why? 

What idea or theme would you want your artwork to 
express? 

Ivan Bridges (b. 1984, Portland, OR) explores 
memories and turns ideas into gestures in figurative, 
abstracted paintings. The figures express personal 
narratives (stories). Bridges is inspired by found 
images from cinema, culture and vintage photography. 
Delicate, loose and limited marks are created with 
watercolor and oil paints on paper and raw canvas to 
convey a variety of themes.

Look around to discover the following items in the 
artworks:

How many portraits by Ivan Bridges can you find that 
show a person wearing a white dress with colorful 
flowers and shapes? 

Look for a painting with a black background.  Why do 
you think the artist painted a black background around 
the person?

How would you describe emotions and feelings on the 
faces in Ivan Bridges’ paintings?

Which is your favorite Ivan Bridges painting with thick 
brushstrokes?

Where do you think the people in the paintings are? 


